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arable with that of Northern China. Practically the whole
ountry has at least one month with a mean temperature below
reezing, Seoul has two and the Manchurian border has five.
lie east coast faces the northerly winds, which blow across the
ea from the neighbourhood of Vladivostok, and receives a few
iches of rain in winter. But the normal rainy season is summer,
[orea shares with Japan and the Yangtze Valley the early
ainfall maximum in June (Bui-u or Plum rains of Japan) and
i the south of Korea there is a distinct short season of rains in
Lpril. The April rains are important since they furnish water
D irrigate the rice-fields, and make this part of Korea ideal paddy
ind.
Natural Vegetation. The natural vegetation of Korea is
)rest : in the south resembling that of Southern Japan with
ines mixed with oaks, walnuts, etc. ; in the north resembling
:iat of Northern Japan with conifers such as Chamacyparis,
arix, Abies, Knits, as well as birch. Forests would normally
Dver 70 per cent, of the surface, but us a result of reckless felling
ad neglect the mountains of Central and much of Southern
lorea are bare. The Government has been very active in re-
forestation.
Before dealing with agrictilture and other industries, it will
e desirable to outline the history of Korea in order that the
resent position may be intelligible,
Historical. The history of Korea has been very largely
le natural result: of the geographical situation of the country,
ith China on the west, Japan on the east, and Russia on the
Drth. Herself the possessor of advantages, especially of good
itural harbours, coveted by her neighbours, the history of Korea
is been the chequered history of a typical buffer State.
When the Chinese statesman, Ki-tae, invaded Korea in the
velfth century before Christ, it is said that he found the country
xnipied by cave-dwellers in a state of savagery, and little is
icwn of the early history of the Koreans themselves. But
r more than two thousand years Korea wavered between a
ate of independence and a state of suzerainty under China or
ipan. The country was repeatedly invaded from the north,
/ China under both the Chinese and Manchu Dynasties, and
T nomadic tribes. In 1592 Japan attacked Korea with an
my of 300,000 men as part of a general campaign against China,
lese various invasions and raids, coupled with the prevalence
piracy in Korean waters, led Korea for several centuries to
[opt a policy of absolute national seclusion, so that Korea
came known throughout the world as the Hermit Kingdom.
hether. Korea was a vassal State of China was never quite
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